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Madam President Catherine Refabert, dear Inner 
Wheel members –  all our distinguished guests 

 

This is the day 21st of October, we have more than one year been preparing for. We are so grateful 
that you all have come and joined Women for Europe – the Role of Inner Wheel –conference here in 
Tuusula. Especially we appreciate it that our International Inner Wheel President Catherine Refabert 
has been able to come to this conference.  Last Spring in Girne, when I invited all to Tuusula 
Conference, I did not promise you a beautiful Spring weather but late Fall early Winter – very 
different from the southern Europe experiences we have earlier had.  We do hope that the very 
different experience here will give you a picture of it, how we Inner Wheel Ladies live and work here 
in the Northern part of Europe.  Despite of the weather, the core issues will happen here inside the 
building.  During the Conference we’ll focus on the profound discussions in the workshops but also 
openly and freely during Lunch and Dinner Occasions. Let’s take our changes. Our sincere hope is, 
that we all get to know each other better, build new bridges between each other in various ways, and 
that we during discussions can come to conclusions, which will form the Future of Inner Wheel.  

Madam President Catherine Refabert has chosen the Theme Think Ahead – Aim High. We are here to 
execute the goals. The co-operation with Finnish Rally has given us the opportunity right after 
Women for Europe Conference on  Sunday morning in a panel discussion to share the conclusions 
with the Finnish Inner Wheel Ladies.  

On this occasion I have the great pleasure to introduce the Organizing Committee members of WfE  
to you: our National President Raija Hänninen, Past Board Director Pirkko Kiikka, Past District 
Chairman Kaija Keijola, Immediate Past District Chairman Sirkku Kalima. A special contribution to 
organize the conference has been received from Inner Wheel Club Tuusula-Hyrylä members,  the 
joyful and hardworking Ladies in making the local arrangements. I am sure that we can feel  your 
warm  hearts in the arrangements. 

Women for Europe – the Role of Inner Wheel had the first conference in Naples year 2008. We 
appreciate it high that Mrs. Annamaria Cirafici Past President, Inner Wheel Club of Naples Luisa 
Bruni as well as Mrs. Imren Imrahim Inner Wheel  Club Girne, Northern Cyprus will give their 
greetings to our Conference. From Turin Mrs. Luisa Vinciguerra, Past National Representative of Italy 
will take us towards year 2020. A special connection to the Future and Istanbul conference will be 
opened in the greeting of Ülkü Somer, the President of Convention Organizing Committee.  It is 
precious to us to know more about EU’s Themes in  Years 2011 and 2012,  and we are so happy to 
have European Parliament member Sirpa Pietikäinen with us to give the audience  the enlightening 
speech.  

You have come to Finland. What is Finland, where Finland is going? You probably combine Finland 
to the survey of Newsweek Magazine last year stating Finland the best country in the world. Some of 
you might think that Finland is a country, where Joulupukki, Santa Claus, lives, the place where 
Muumi figures and Angry Birds  were created and the place where sauna is most common in the 
world. To know more,   today before the dinner Professor Laura Kolbe will give us a speech about 
Brand Finland in this auditorium at 6 o’clock. 

Dear Inner Wheel members, on behalf of the whole organizing committee I have the honour of 
wishing you a successful conference.  The 3rd Women for Europe – the Role of Inner Wheel is 
opened. 

Thank you. 


